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Thankyou for choosing Get The Children Out! for your book club!

While the Kindertransport has become one of the best-
known rescue missions in history, the stories of those at its
heart have often remained untold.

Get the Children Out tells the stories of these extraordinary
individuals whose determination and compassion helped
bring nearly 10,000 Jewish children to safety in Britain.

The above photo, taken in Cologne in 1939, shows some of the children
who were rescued by Erich Klibansky, via the Kindertransport.
(Mentioned in the book on page 43)
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THE KINDERTRANSPORT

Following the November 1938 Kristallnacht pogrom in Nazi
Germany and Austria, pressure grew for governments to offer
refuge to Jewish children.

Between December 1938 and the outbreak of war in September
1939, almost 10,000 predominantly Jewish children were
transported to Britain through what became known as the
Kindertransport.

Children often travelled alone, carrying only a small suitcase and a
label bearing their identification number. Many never saw their
parents again.

The rescue effort depended not only on government approval but
also on hundreds of volunteers, charities, religious organisations,
foster families and private citizens who worked tirelessly to
organise transport, secure visas, raise funds and welcome children
upon arrival.

About the Author

Mike Levy MBE is a historian and playwright. His MBE was awarded
for services to Holocaust Education. He has a fellowship with the
Imperial War Museum as well as being a researcher for Anglia Ruskin
University, He is lead researcher for the AJR’s ‘UK Holocaust Map’ and
Director of Harwich Kindertransport Learning. He lives in Cambridge
and is available for talk and book signings.



EMON SOU

BOOKCLUB DISCUSSION GUIDE

Historical Perspective

Why do you think the stories of these individuals have remained
relatively unknown?

Why is it important to tell stories about individuals involved in
humanitarian action? How should historians think about the
balance between stories of victims and humanitarian actors?

How does this book change your understanding of Holocaust
history?

On page 39, Levy writes, ‘The media are always looking for that
solitary hero who, single-handedly, carried the day to help
others, a lone rescuer, a giant among humans. Sadly this is
rarely the case and the Kindertransport was no exception.’

The Kindertransport was only possible because thousands of
people took action. Do you think history is primarily shaped by
influential individuals, collective action, broader forces, or some
combination? How does this book complicate the great man
theory of history?

Many of the individuals in this book seemed to be in the right
place at the right time to help provide support. How does the
role of luck and chance shape history?
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Individual responsibility

What do these individuals have in common? What characteristics
that these individuals have in common drove them to contribute?

How do the stories of these individuals compare to other figures
who have contributed to humanitarian causes throughout
history, for example key figures from the suffragette or civil
rights movements?

What is the ethical responsibility of individuals in humanitarian
crises? How should the ethical responsibility be balanced
between individuals, governments, and other organisations?

In Chapter 1, Frank Foley bent the rules to help get as many
Jewish people to safety as he could. In what cases do you think it
is justified to break or bend rules or laws to do what is right?

On page 40, Levy writes, ‘the central story of this book is that of
individuals who for totally altruistic reasons, volunteered to care
for refugee children.’

Do you think most people can be motivated to act altruistically,
especially in extreme circumstances like those of the Holocaust?

The individuals in this book come from many different
backgrounds, from espionage and politics to social work and
business. Do you think that a person’s professional background
determines the type and amount of support they could provide?
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Contemporary relevance

What relevance, if any, do you see of the events of this book for
today?

What lessons did you take away from this book?

What are the lessons in this book for both individuals and
collectives?

Share one act of courage from this book that will stay with you.

A message from Mike Levy MBE

My book, was written to uncover stories that have too often been
overlooked. Although the rescue of Jewish children from the Nazis
in the months before the outbreak of the Second World War has
largely been associated with Sir Nicholas Winton, he was just one of
thousands whose combined efforts made the Kindertransport
possible. My aim is to place on record the remarkable rescuers and
helpers drawn from every corner of British society: the grocer, the
teacher, the rose grower, the rabbi, the housewife and the farmer.
Together with countless others, they played a vital role in one of the
greatest humanitarian rescue efforts of the twentieth century.

| hope the questions in this discussion guide will not only give you
pause for thought, but also inspire you to learn from the
compassion, courage and quiet determination of these unsung
heroes. It might also inspire you to ask a simple question of your

own: ‘What would | have done?’
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Other Lemon Soul Titles perfect for your bookclub!

Yo < Kalman & Leopold
-~ <. . | byRichard K. Lowy

Kalman & Leopold tells the true story of
two boys, one of whom was Richard’s late
father, Leopold and how they were forced
into Josef Mengele’s brutal twin
experiments at Auschwitz. After liberation,
their lives took very different paths until a
miraculous reunion 56 years later.

By Ivor Pl BEM Chicken Soup Under the Tree

CHIGKEN SOUP by Ivor Perl BEM
IINI]ER THE TREE

At just twelve years old, Ivor Perl BEM was
taken from his home in Hungary and
deported to Auschwitz. This powerful
memoir inspired the award winning
e animated film, SURVIVOR which is currently

SURVI\/OR stresming in the UK on ITVX

Visit our website for all our the latest news, or
message us direct at Hello@lemonsoul.com

LEM.N SOU ":..COM
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